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Having said this much in criticism, it is a pleasure to note the 
conspicuous merits of the book. Mr. Bradford has put the thought 
of half a lifetime into this work, and the power of sincere conviction 
is manifest through it all. His defense of democracy is extremely 
forcible ; and his historical sketch of the development of methods of 
government in Great Britain, France and the United States is inter- 
esting and useful. Many of his observations upon the details of our 
present political machinery are very just. His condemnation of 
plurality elections, for instance, is none too severe. It is not neces- 
sary to accept Mr. Bradford's thesis, that personality is the only thing 
of which the people are qualified to judge and that the consideration 
of measures is beyond their capacity, in order to admit that he has 
made out a good case for his plan of creating executive hierarchies — 
national, state and municipal — and giving the heads of departments 
seats, without votes, in the corresponding legislative bodies. The 
plan would not be a panacea, as he thinks it would be ; it would not 
insure the responsibility of the executive to the people, as he thinks 
it would ; and it would not render other improvements in government 
unnecessary ; but there is good reason to believe that it would be a 
step in advance. Samuel E. Moffett. 

New York City. 

The Break-up of China. By Lord Charles Beresford. 
New York and London, Harper & Brothers, 1899. — xxi, 491 pp. 

Japan in Transition. By Stafford Ransome. New. York 
and London, Harper & Brothers, 1899. — xvi, 261 pp. 

Lord Charles Beresford' s book should be read by every one who 
desires to obtain an intelligent view of the present situation in China, 
not only in respect of trade and commerce, but also in respect of the 
position and influence of the various foreign powers concerned in 
the fate of that empire. He went to China, not as an emissary of 
the British government, but as the representative of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce of Great Britain, arriving at Hong Kong 
September 30, 1898, and leaving Shanghai January 9, 1899. In 
the mean time he visited those places in China where British commu- 
nities reside ; and, wherever there was a chamber of commerce, 
he convened meetings, obtained the opinions of the members and 
received such resolutions as were adopted. He also inspected, with 
minor exceptions, the whole military force of China, and by permis- 
sion of the generals put tie troops through various movements, in 
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order to ascertain their efficiency. He also visited every fort, every 
arsenal, with one exception, and all the military and naval schools, 
as well as the ships of the Peyang and Nanyang squadrons, and the 
one dockyard. At Peking he was twice received by the Tsung-li 
Yamen, and visited Prince Chung and Li Hung Chang. He also 
visited six of the eight viceroys of the great provinces. On all these 
matters he made reports, which are embodied in the book before us. 
His mission, though intended to be essentially commercial, often 
ran athwart political issues, for the reason that in China commercial 
and political questions have for many years been so diligently inter- 
woven that they have now become inseparable. But, whether his 
subject is trade or politics, and whether it deals with figures or with 
general principles, he has the faculty of making it clear and attractive. 
The value of the book is enhanced by two maps, one representing 
the Empire of China — its chief navigable waterways, its frontiers, 
imperial and provincial, and to a certain extent its sources of supply 
of foreign goods ; and the other showing areas and population, railways 
(open, building, surveyed or proposed) and the treaty ports. 

Lord Beresford, as is well known by his speeches in this country, 
is an advocate of the policy of the "open door" in China and, as 
the necessary condition of that policy, of the maintenance of the 
integrity of the Chinese Empire. In a certain sense, therefore, the 
title of his book is apparently misleading ; since it seems to be antici- 
patory of the end which he seeks to prevent and hopes to see 
prevented, chiefly through the united action of the powers, and 
especially through that of Great Britain and the United States. He 
believes, however, that the Chinese Empire is capable, through out- 
side assistance, of regeneration and preservation. That China itself 
is effete and rotten, he declares to be false. 

The traditional official system is corrupt, but the Chinese people are 
honest. The integrity of their merchants is known to every banker and 
trader in the East, and their word is as good as their bond. They have, 
too, a traditional and idolatrous respect for authority, and all they need is 
an honest and good authority. 

Such an authority he thinks might be supplied through the coop- 
erative help of the leading commercial powers, in the reorganization 
of the army and police in the same spirit that Sir Robert Hart has 
manifested in organizing the customs. 

For Lord Beresford' s view as to the importance of cooperation by 
Great Britain and the United States in the Far East, support may be 
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found in the book of Mr. Ransome. This writer expresses the 
belief that, so far as the interests of various countries can be 
the same, those of Great Britain, the United States and Japan in the 
Far East are identical, and that an alliance between these three 
nations for the support of a common policy, in opposition to the dis- 
memberment of China, " would be invaluable in the interests of Far 
Eastern commerce and peace." His book, however, is not devoted 
to this theme, or specially designed to promote the discussion of it. 
The object of the volume, as the title indicates, is to show Japan 
just as it is, in its present state of transition from the old order of 
things to the new. In this effort he exhibits an openness of mind 
and a spirit of impartiality on which he is to be congratulated. His 
expressions of opinion are singularly free from the preconceptions 
which give to so many writings on the subject of Japan an air of 
unreality. Rejecting alike the romantic point of view and that of 
the treaty ports, as representing the two extremes of misconception, 
he discusses the actual life of the people, their progress in industry 
and education, their moral, commercial and political standards, the 
effect of the Chinese war on their external relations, and their attitude 
toward the foreigner and foreign things generally. These and other 
pertinent topics he discusses with a candor that helps us to arrive at 
correct and fair conclusions. The book is copiously illustrated, and 

contains four special maps prepared by the author. _ _, , , 

' J. B. Moore. 

Colonial Mobile. By Peter J. Hamilton, A.M. Boston and 
New York, Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1898. — xii, 446 pp. 

This book presents the history of the Alabama- Tombigbee basin 
in six parts. Part I, "Exploration (1519-1670)," is a short 
account (22 pages) of Spanish explorations of this region by land 
and sea. Part II, "The French Capital," begins with the plan of the 
French to make an establishment at the mouth of the Mississippi, 
briefly discusses La Salle and his failure, and proceeds to a more 
elaborate treatment of the founding of the settlement at Biloxi by 
Iberville. The author does justice, though briefly, to Iberville's 
splendid scheme of holding the entire Mississippi basin for France, 
and passes on to the transfer of headquarters from Biloxi and the 
founding of Fort Louis, "the first Mobile," destined for some years 
to be the French " capital." The seven succeeding chapters relate 
the history of the Louisiana settlements to 1722, when headquarters 
were removed to New Orleans. This account is based largely on 



